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7KLV�QHZV�UHOHDVH��DQG�LOOXVWUDWLRQ��LV�LVVXHG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�&ODXVH����M�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK&RGHV� RI� $GYHUWLVLQJ� DQG� 6DOHV� 3URPRWLRQ� DQG� WKHUHIRUH� FDQQRW� EH� VXEMHFW� WR� DWUDQVDFWLRQ�RI�DQ\�NLQG�


	It is hoped that the first commercial system will be available by the end of 2003.
	Unlike a DVD, this rich seam of information is locked up in molecular scale building blocks that need to be coaxed into giving up their structure.  Until recently this was done in a step by step fashion.  For a piece of DNA with many thousand of units this was a time consuming process (the human genome is composed of about 3 billion units).
	To counter this extraordinary bottleneck, the microarray concept was born which allows many thousands of parallel experiments to be carried out on a one standard microscope slide.  Each experiment takes place in spot a few tens of microns in diameter.  To understand the outcome of the experiments the spots are read using laser beams which excite specific luminescent markers on the spots that tell the experimenter the outcome of each mini-experiment

